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A newsletter for the grand valley
state university community
Published by News & Information Services

Convocation speakers offer messages of hope
Speakers at Convocation welcomed new
students and returning faculty members
with similar messages of hope during the
traditional start of the academic year.
President Thomas J. Haas told students in the
audience that they have chosen a great place
for their education. “Let us learn together
and set a course of action,” he said during his
speech in the Fieldhouse on August 28. “Let
us dream together and plan for even more.”
His remarks at Convocation followed an
opening address earlier in the day to about
400 faculty and staff members. During that
speech, held in the Louis Armstrong Theatre,
Haas updated university goals and looked
ahead to Grand Valley’s strategic plan.
He asked faculty and staff members to continue
to be accountable to the campus community,
including students and their parents, friends
and donors, alumni and other stakeholders.
“Our students are why we are here,” Haas said.
“They make choices. Without them we do
not exist. We must always fulfill our promises
to them as well as those in our community
and state who invest in their future.”

Haas said
because of
decreasing
state
funds and
increases
for financial
aid, it’s
important to
establish the
university’s
priorities.
He provided
a preview
Photos by Amanda Pitts
of the
Above, President Thomas J. Haas addresses the audience
university’s at Convocation; at right is Provost Gayle R. Davis.
strategic
plan
stayed consistent. “In the past three years
for 2015 and hoped to follow up with more
our mission has guided our actions and our
details as the fall semester progresses.
decisions — all of which are built on the values
of Grand Valley State University, and that can
“We need to continue to plan ahead
be stated in the following three watchwords:
and continue to be relevant and provide
relevance, stewardship and service,” he said.
services to our students that will give
them the chance to succeed,” Haas said.
He said his top priorities remain to secure
funding for construction of the Mary Idema
At the start of his fourth year at Grand Valley,
Haas said the state’s economic outlook may
continues on page 4
have changed but the university’s values have

Across Campus
Grand Valley earns
top national rankings

a partnership with ecoAmerica, a non-profit
environmental organization.
Grand Valley continues to be recognized
nationally for its sustainability efforts. Grand
Valley has 15 structures that have been either
LEED certified or are in various stages of being
certified by the U.S. Green Building Council
— visible signs of Grand Valley’s commitment
to making its operations greener and more
sustainable.

Grand Valley received the highest “green”
rating among Michigan’s colleges and
universities, according to an annual report
by the Princeton Review.
The Princeton Review, renowned for its reports
concerning institutions of higher education,
conducted its second annual Green Ratings
report of 697 institutions in the United States.
The rating is based on a scale of 60-99,
considering the institutions’ environmental
friendliness and environmentally related
practices, policies and academic offerings.
Grand Valley received a rating of 98; other state
universities with rankings are Michigan State
University (93), Western Michigan University
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Grand Valley has earned top rankings in several
national publications and reports.

(92), and University of Michigan (89).
The ratings are based on information gathered
from the colleges, and the criteria and
institutional survey were developed through

“These rankings show that Grand Valley
continues to exhibit regional and national
leadership in sustainability,” said Norman
Christopher, director of the university’s
Sustainable Community Development Initiative.
• The university was also ranked the top “up

continues on page 2
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Across Campus
continued from page 1
and coming” institution in the Midwest by U.S. News & World Report.
For its annual “Best Colleges 2010” publication, U.S. News & World
Report asked the experts who respond to its annual peer assessment
survey to identify schools that fit the profile of up-and-coming
institutions. Of the 70 that received the most nominations, Grand
Valley ranked No. 1 in the Midwest, ahead of Xavier University,
Butler University, Truman State University and Alverno College.
Also, for the fourth straight year, Grand Valley was selected as
one of “America’s Best Colleges” in the same report. Grand Valley
ranked 36th in the “Best Universities — Master’s” category.

Hollister, assistant professor of biology. “We still study the amount of
carbon dioxide released by the soils, the amount of energy absorbed by
the vegetation, and the nutrient content of the plants.”
Hollister said the vegetation in the Arctic is changing and the goal
of the project is to document the change and understand the impacts of
the climate changes. He said the ultimate goal is to forecast the impact
of continued climate change on the Arctic.
The research is a collaborative effort with the University of Texas,
Florida International University and University of Alaska.

All-campus picnic

‘Forum’ has new Web look
Grand Valley’s faculty and staff newsletter has an updated Web
site, www.gvsu.edu/forum .
The site features a page-by-page scroll, links to Web addresses that are
mentioned in stories, and a link to submit a Faculty or Staff Sketch. Let
us know what you think; send an e-mail to Forum at forum@gvsu.edu .

Grand Valley receives stimulus
funds to study Arctic vegetation
Select students will spend the next five summers in the Arctic
documenting changes in vegetation as part of the Arctic
Observatory Network.
Grand Valley received a $502,600 grant for five years from the National
Science Foundation as part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act of 2009. Students will document changes in plants related to
climate change or global warming.
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Faculty and staff members join students for lunch following
Convocation on August 28.

“There are three key areas of importance with this study,” said Robert
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Ellen Yezierski, associate professor of
chemistry, plans her classes to be a bit old
school this semester, and have her students
dancing to music from the ’80s, ’90s and today.
She’s not referring to chemistry students,
however. Yezierski will be one of the instructors
for the group exercise classes offered through
Campus Recreation. Her hip-hop aerobic dance
classes will take place at 7 p.m. on Thursdays,
beginning September 17.
Yezierski had taught hip-hop, spinning and
step classes for 13 years while living in Arizona,
but said her routine of leading group exercise
classes took a back seat when she started
teaching at Grand Valley in 2003. “It was time
to reignite a hobby and bring some balance
back to my life,” she said.
Jodi Kuyt, assistant director of Campus
Recreation, said Yezierski is among the first
faculty members to teach a group exercise class.
Yezierski called her hip-hop classes very
inclusive for all levels of participants. “It’s my
goal to have a good class that everyone will
enjoy and everyone will be successful in,”
she said. “I want to bring out the dancer
in everyone.”
While the evening group exercise classes are
traditionally filled by students, Yezierski hopes
faculty and staff members will stay a little

late to take
advantage
of a good
workout.
She also said
she mixes
her own
music, oldschool style,
of course.
“The whole
health and
wellness
campaign
has really
taken off at
Grand Valley,
and I’m
Ellen Yezierski
glad to be
able to offer
something
unique that fits into this
wellness push,” she said.
Group exercise passes are available for
sale; the cost for faculty and staff members
is $40. To see a schedule of classes and to
purchase a pass, visit www.gvsu.edu/rec .
Yezierski is currently on sabbatical and is
working on the Target Inquiry grant that
she and Deborah Herrington received. The
innovative professional development program
provides high school chemistry teachers the
tools and support they need for continued
improvement in their classrooms. Yezierski
and Herrington will soon disseminate the
program to three other universities.
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What’s Ahead
Farmers Market runs
through September
Grand Valley’s Farmers Market will continue
each Wednesday, from 10 a.m.-1:30 p.m.,
through September 30. There will not be a
market on September 2.
The market takes place in parking lot F. In
addition to fresh food, produce, breads, jerky
and other items from area farmers, Campus
Dining will sell light lunches based on a
farmer’s produce.
This is the fourth year of Grand Valley’s
Farmers Market. For more information, visit
www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness and click on
“Farmers Market.”

Children’s Center
to host walk
“Small Steps Count” is a six-week program
sponsored by the Children’s Enrichment
Center as an effort to promote healthy lifestyles
and bring awareness to child obesity.
Campus families can register for the six-week
program through September 8. The cost to
register is $5 and each family will receive a
pedometer and T-shirts for each family
member. Jessica Miranda-Bevier, program
assistant at the center, said steps will count
toward the progress only when the entire
family is walking. Grand Valley departments
can participate as a family and contribute
their prize, should they win, to the center.
Weekly totals will be tallied and the two
families with the highest number of steps will
receive $50 gift cards to purchase shoes for
their child or children. An awareness walk
to celebrate the end of the program will be
held on October 23, beginning at 11:30 a.m.,
at the Kirkhof Center. For more information,
contact the center at x15437.

Exhibit shows influence
of Harrison’s work
Two of the paintings in Jill Eggers’ exhibit at
Grand Valley are accompanied by excerpts
from a poem, “The Golden Window,” by
Michigan native Jim Harrison. Another
painting borrows the title of a recent Harrison
novel. They are among more than 20 pieces
on display in an exhibition that blends the

artist’s visual experience with her emotional
and subjective experience of the world.
The exhibition, “Returning to Earth,” will run
through September 25 at the Art Gallery in the
Performing Arts Center. An opening reception
with the artist is planned for Thursday,
September 10, from 5-7 p.m. The exhibition
and reception are free and open to the public.
Eggers is an associate professor of painting at
Grand Valley and head of the painting program.
She received her MFA from Yale University.
“Harrison’s influence on my work is based
on landscape as the nexus of the relation of
the inner life to the outer, or the spiritual to
the material,” said Eggers. “I borrowed the
exhibition title from Harrison’s novel. My
painting by that title came from images I
took in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula where a
significant scene in the novel takes place.”

Memorial set for Seidman
The family of L. William Seidman and Grand
Valley’s Board of Trustees invite the campus
community and the public to attend a
celebration of Seidman’s life and
accomplishments at the university he helped
establish. Seidman, founding chair of the
board, died May 13 at age 88.
The
memorial
will be 3 p.m.
on Friday,
September
11, in the
Performing
Arts Center
on the
L. William Seidman
Allendale
Campus. The
memorial
will be followed with a reception in the
Grand River Room of the Kirkhof Center.
Speakers will include Seidman’s son Tom,
as well as:

• Richard M. DeVos, co-founder of Amway
and chairman of the NBA Orlando Magic
• Arend D. Lubbers, president emeritus of
Grand Valley
• Birge Swift Watkins, former national
investor outreach director, FDIC/RTC; former
staff assistant to President Ford
• Roger Porter, IBM professor of business
and government, Harvard University
• Sue Herera, founding member of CNBC
and co-anchor of “Power Lunch.”
RSVPs are requested. For more information,
visit www.gvsu.edu/seidman or call x12180.

As one of the founders of Grand Valley,
Seidman helped galvanize local support for the
establishment of a public four-year university
in West Michigan. Seidman also served in the
U.S. Navy during World War II and earned
the Bronze Star for service in the invasion of
the Philippines, Iwo Jima, and Okinawa.

An exhibit of Jill Eggers’ work, ‘Returning to Earth,’ is
on display at the Art Gallery through September 25.

He was the managing partner of Seidman and
Seidman (now B.D.O. Seidman), an international
accounting firm, and was president of

WZZM-TV in Grand Rapids, which he helped
found. In 1974, he joined President Ford’s
administration and later became chair of the
Federal Deposit Insurance Corp., a position he
held from 1985-1991. In later years, Seidman
served as chief commentator for CNBC.

Fall Arts Celebration will
begin mid-September
Each year Grand Valley’s Fall Arts Celebration
reinforces the complex and exciting roles the
arts and humanities play in the good life. All
five events this year, from September 14 to
October 19, are open to the public and free.
“Amid the unceasing ups and downs of the
financial markets, we’ve always had the arts,
not just for comfort, but for liberation,” said
Fred Antczak, FAC spokesperson and dean
of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences.
For additional information on Grand Valley’s
Fall Arts Celebration, visit www.gvsu.edu/arts
call x12180.
• “L’histoire du Soldat” (A Soldier’s Tale),
September 14, 8 p.m.;
Louis Armstrong Theatre, PAC
Grand Valley’s Department of Music artistfaculty will perform the 1918 theatrical work
based on a Russian folk tale set to music by Igor
Stravinsky. The story tells of a young soldier
who foolishly gives his violin to the devil in
exchange for a book that promises wealth
by predicting the economy of the future.
• Distinguished Academic Lecturer,
September 22, 7 p.m.; L.V. Eberhard Center
Rashid Khalidi is intent on debunking the
historical inaccuracies and distortions he
believes dominate the American public’s
perception of the Middle East and the
conflict between Israelis and Palestinians.
The Edward Said Professor of Modern
Arab Studies at Columbia University will
present his lecture, “The Great Powers and
the Middle East: Yesterday and Today.”
• Poetry Night, October 1, 7 p.m.;
L.V. Eberhard Center
Enjoy an evening celebrating language, humor,
and the performance of poetry with two awardwinning poets, Tony Hoagland and Patricia
Smith. Limited edition broadsides of a poem by
each author will be available while supplies last.
• Mystic India, Land of Color and Tradition:
Folk Art, Sculpture and Miniature Paintings,
October 7-30; GVSU Art Gallery, PAC
This outstanding GVSU Art Gallery exhibition
illustrates stories of India’s diverse culture as
told through more than 50 pieces of art from
Grand Valley’s Permanent Art Collection.
• Dance Faculty and Students Present
“Pulcinella,” October 19, 8 p.m.;
Louis Armstrong Theatre, PAC
The final Fall Arts Celebration 2009 event
returns to the music of Stravinsky, with the
traditional ballet “Pulcinella” reinvented
through the lens of a modern dancer.
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Sports (only home events listed)

General Events

Thurs., Sept. 3

Art Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.

7:30 a.m.: GVSU Downtown Toastmasters.
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more information.

Through Sept. 25
Gallery Hours: Returning to Earth: Recent
Paintings by Jill Eggers. Art Gallery, PAC.

10 a.m.: Counseling Center hosts QPR
Seminar. 203 STU. Call x13266 for more
information.

Fri., Sept. 4
5 p.m.: Soccer hosts University of MissouriSt. Louis.

Sun., Sept. 6
Noon: Soccer hosts Quincy University.

Wed., Sept. 2

Mon., Sept. 7

Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 1104 KC.
Visit www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more
information.

All Day: Women’s Golf hosts Laker Classic.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Political science faculty members Roger
Moiles and Erika King appeared on
WOOD-TV’s “To The Point” to discuss
the politics of health care reform.

Sketches
Bradley S. Ambrose, associate professor of
physics, gave two presentations, “Reasonable
Epectations? Probing the Relationship
Between Implementers and Innovators
During Instructional Reform in Intermediate
Mechanics” and “Learning about Student
Learning in Intermediate Mechanics: Using
Research to Improve Instruction,” at the
National Meeting of the American Association
of Physics Teachers and Physics Education
Research Conference in Ann Arbor.
Ryan A. Thum, assistant professor at the Annis
Water Resources Institute, received a two-year
grant from the National Science Foundation
for a research project, “Evolutionary and
Ecological Importance of Hybridization
and Cryptic Diversity in a Rapidly
Expanding Aquatic Plant.”
Cynthia McCurren, dean of the Kirkhof
College of Nursing, was named president-elect

of the Michigan Association of Colleges
of Nursing.
Dan Balfour, professor of public and nonprofit
administration, gave a presentation, “The Moral
Debacle of the Market State: The Corruption of
Ethics, Public Values, and Organizations,” at the
First Global Dialogue on Ethical and Effective
Governance in Amsterdam. He also co-wrote
a book chapter, “Leadership, Administrative
Evil and the Ethics of Incompetence: The
Failed Response to Hurricane Katrina,”
published in Public Sector Leadership:
International Challenges and Perspectives.
Rob Rozema, assistant professor of English,
was named Web editor for the Michigan
Council of Teachers of English.
Erin M. Busscher, academic advisor for the
Kirkhof College of Nursing, wrote a book
review, “The Handbook of Student Affairs
Administration,” published in the National
Academic Advising Association’s Journal.
The College of Education was awarded a
grant from the Great Lakes Fishery Trust to
help K-12 students in Kent County become
better stewards of the Grand River. The
Annis Water Resources Institute and
Regional Math and Science Center will
help plan and implement the project.

Gary D. Stark, professor of history and
associate dean of CLAS, co-wrote a chapter
on Germany in the book The Frightful Stage:
Political Censorship of the Theater in
Nineteenth-Century Europe, published by
Berghahn Books.
William Crawley, associate dean of the College
of Community and Public Service, co-wrote
a book, Self-Reporting and the Diagnostic
Screening of Substance Abusing Prisoners.
John Kilbourne, professor of movement
science, wrote a book, Running with Zoe: A
Conversation on the Meaning of Play, Games and
Sport, published by AuthorHouse Publications.
Scott L. Stabler, assistant professor of history,
wrote a chapter on General Oliver Otis Howard
in Soldiers West, published by the University
of Oklahoma Press.
Biology faculty members Michael P.
Lombardo and Patrick A. Thorpe gave
a presentation, “Social Environment and
Beak Color in House Sparrows,” at the
American Ornithologists’ Union annual
meeting at the University of Pennsylvania.

Convocation kicks off academic year
continued from page 1

Aid and University Development Web sites.

Pew Library Learning and Information
Commons and to remind state legislators of
their “responsibility to invest in this state.”

During Convocation, Kristine Mullendore, chair
of the University Academic Senate, told new
students she already knew a bit about them.

“Public education is integral to our state in
terms of talent. It’s integral to a vibrant and
robust economy,” Haas said. “I challenge our
legislators by reminding them that they have
a moral obligation to nurture that asset.”

“I know you have achieved a great deal
of success in just getting here today,”
Mullendore said. “I hope you come
here hopeful for your future.”

He also provided details of the new Student
Support Fund and asked faculty and staff
members to consider contributing to this fund.
Details are available on both the Financial

Autumn Trombka, Student Senate
president, advised her new peers not
to be afraid to meet people and ask
questions, or visit faculty members
during their office hours. “You’ve come

to a university
where the
professors love to
teach,” she said.
“We’re fortunate
to have leaders at
a university who
are so studentfocused.”
Photo by Amanda Pitts

Kristine Mullendore, chair of
University Academic Senate,
carries the GVSU flag during the
processional.

